
MAGAZINE

WWW.LMDMEDIAGROUP.COM                                                MAY 2022                                            WEEK 22





In a heartfelt social media post shared on Saturday, Chicago Fire goalkeeper Gabriel Slonina
announced his commitment to playing for the U.S. Men's National Team.
A dual-national, the highly-rated 18-year-old has been eligible to represent both the United States as
well as his family's native Poland on the international level.
"Being Polish means being extremely hard working, having faith, never taking no for an answer,
pushing through hard times, and taking care of your family. I love everything about my heritage, from
the people to the food, to the cities. I am also extremely grateful for being given the possibility to play
for Poland," an excerpt of Slonina's caption reads.
"With that being said, my heart is American. This country has given me and my family all the
opportunities I could ask for. It’s pushed me and supported me through good and bad. I understand
the privilege of wearing the badge, and the only time I’ll put my head down is to kiss it. America is
home and that’s who I’m going to represent."

Slonina represented the U.S. Youth National Teams at the U-14, U-17 and U-20 levels before earning
his first call up to head coach Gregg Berhalter's senior side last December. The Fire Homegrown
product was then subsequently called in for a round of FIFA World Cup qualifiers on Jan. 6, 2022.
Slonina has appeared 23 times for the Fire since his first team debut last fall, recording nine shutouts
in that time. The Chicagoland native originally signed with the Club as a 14-year-old on March 8,
2019, becoming the second-youngest player signing in Major League Soccer history at the time.
His debut season in 2021 was record-setting for the Chicago native, as Slonina became the youngest
goalkeeper in MLS history to start and record a shutout in a 0-0 draw with New York City FC on Aug.
4. Additionally, with the Club’s 0-0 draw against the LA Galaxy on April 16 of this season, Slonina
became the first goalkeeper in league history to record nine shutouts before turning 21 years of age,
accomplishing the feat in just 18 professional starts and appearances.
Three days later, the Fire announced that the Club had exercised Slonina's contract option for the
2023 season.
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Forward Jhon Durán, who last time out became the youngest player in Fire history to record goal
contributions in consecutive matches, started his third match of the season.
New signing Chris Mueller started his third straight game and made his fourth appearance overall since
joining the Club from Scottish Premiership side Hibernian F.C. two weeks ago.
Wyatt Omsberg and Gabriel Slonina are the only two Fire players to have started all 13 of the Club’s
matches this season.

Chicago Fire FC (2-6-5, 11 points) fell 1-0 to New York City FC (7-3-2, 23 points) at Citi Field on Sunday
afternoon.
Just one minute after Gastón Giménez saved a shot off the line to keep the score level, New York City was
awarded a penalty kick when Heber and Miguel Navarro both went up to contest a ball in the box. Heber’s
header hit Navarro’s arm on the way down and the referee consulted with VAR before pointing to the spot.
Heber sent the ball into the right side of the net for the only goal of the match.

Goalkeeper Gabriel Slonina made three saves in the game, including two on point-blank chances from New
York. In the 39th minute, the ball bounced through several players in the six-yard box before Pereira
directed it toward goal, but Slonina had been monitoring the action and reacted quickly to make the save.
Two minutes later, a combination of passes from New York ended with the ball at Hebers feet directly in
front of goal, but Slonina was there to block the shot. The rebound fell to Hebers again, who hit the crossbar
with his second attempt. The second half saw the teams even with seven shots each, but neither team was
able to find the back of the net.

NEXT MATCH: Chicago will cross the border to face Toronto FC on Sunday, May 28 at BMO Field.
Beginning at 6:00 p.m. CT, the match will be broadcast live on WGN-TV and CF97 Live and will be
transmitted locally in Spanish on Univision Radio.

Notes:
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